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N FOR: Director af Cemntral Iatelligence

Procurement of C Tripls Prise (asera
Systems for Project IDZALISTY

1. The qusstion of vhether 03A was wise in wowing
uuggymmzmzmcmn;mmmmr
the has come into question several times. It was rsised
mmxummm«ammrtum«um

IMLllﬁw operational demeastration of |;| 2510
2E:10 over Cuba., It Bas come up recontly Iin
quentioning whether we are willing to risk losing these

cansyas oh China overflights in retura for enhsnced resolu-

tiomn.

2. A% the tise of the orij 1 purchase we made a
eareful evaluation of nll available cameras to see if, ia
tact, the C Triplie Prise camera was the way we wished to go.
A table of the existing and proposed cvamers candidetes is
et I i cosiraals ressietios Tits vider reis
oni ve oo le¢ rose on W
width. Dowewer, this requires & very majer modificatien
anmé-:. There wvas also the question of lead
tine on the camaras themselves. The OXCART camera, of
mug,m“mmsmtmmiulw
question,

8. The Adr Porce is aleo spoumsoring the development of
IWLMWM“~SM.M@Mth
2h210  ghve on the ground. However, this camera
mmmmmmmumb&uvmmn
sarly 1984,

4, The ¢ Triple Prime camera hnd slready denonstrated
2ol jand could be purchamed for sbout[ Jper 25X1
“Ki- The first of the production models could Be available

wi four months and would fit in the U-2 without oquip~

went nodification, 1ts dissdvantage is cleafly its oarvow
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sweth whichk we had hoped we woulé double
in the convergen varsicn. BSowever, iz erder m

iscraame Sweth width coverage, it wonld be mecesanry t
sodify the airersft fuselage sc 23 to tilt the twe ( ‘h-igle
Prise csserss. Nosethelese, it is owr sxperience that oaly
the strips lamedistely Denssth the fiight path are of
mﬂl walue for b reavlution coverage and this is
shers the € e Prise delivers its| | 2]
Therefore, the 0S4 -awmxy tc place sn
erder for four sterec caserss vith my coscurrence, usinsg

by ERE to U-3 camers procurcmer This prompt action was
windicnted by the Taworakle uuumm mﬂ{ rmtinn
to the product cf the C Triple Prime camerss resu

missions over Cubs ind COMOR interest in utilizing tkiﬂ
camers systea over (hios.

§. BRecently, we hive been soncermed about the effoct
of the less of one of the € Priple Prime satellite ceserss
over Chism. miwtﬂtunmhtntmﬂmum

besn flown three times over (wbs and covld have Deen lost Pl h
sither by hostile action as ta| | cane, or

doe to sechanical failure as inl | ease recently.

Nad we lost the camerzs over (ubse they thly would have el

gone guickly to the Seviet Union where is 2 capebility
for esploitisg the technology they mlé m grined. Fere
ﬁhlmthwi:‘!ﬂyh?rmmmmm. there is
s real ov in my winé whether it would be abared with
the Soviets., Certsinly I would gquestion vhether the Chinese
possess the capability to expleit the € Triple Prime castrs ‘e
mm&mwﬁnatm&rmluﬁa!augw

81

resoanaigsance pngla . The substantive ple
quite ¢ r in the méfwhiﬁmﬁ,‘;ﬁw
of The C Triple Prime camers, with
ite | [ end BEfTow strip is ldeal fer this purpose.
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1 sugpest M“MN&BM‘&@?‘IW%M“&M
iu poary sbout the consegquances of divalging the hasie
techeoleyy .

» recommeadation is that we coantimue to
wi:a t;,; opsTetional sapability with the four © Triple
Prise CAMOTRS .
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Distribution:

Cy 1 & 2 ~ Addressee
3 - PDC1
4 - BX.DIR.

5 & 6 - DD/BAT

7 ~ AD/OBA
8 - D/TECH/O0SA
9 - SSB/0SA
10 - RB/OBA
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